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School Origins & Emblem

The school is named after a clan of the Darumbal aborigines who lived south of the Fitzroy River around
the present location of Gracemere and Kabra. The name is taken from the WARA or wild guava
historically found growing in the area. BURRA is the suffix meaning "clan" or people, thus WARABURRA
is translated to mean "people of the wild guava".

Our school emblem is so designed to represent the partnership involved in ‘Learning for Life'. The four
figures holding hands in a circle are representative of the four sections of our school community -
students, teachers, parents and wider community. The linked hands are symbolic of the need for all
sections to work harmoniously together to achieve our goals.

The four figures create four distinctive W's for Waraburra.

The gold central star formed by the figures represents the life given by the flowering guava plant. This
reference to the guava and the simplistic figures ties the school in with the origins of WARABURRA.

The Y’s formed by the legs of each figure indicates the hope we have in the future for our youth. And
the “heads” in the middle of the flower are the seeds of knowledge, planted through a successful
education.

From the Principal

Firstly, | would like to thank you for choosing Waraburra State School and the
team of dedicated teachers and support staff to provide an education for

your child. Whether your child is starting Prep or they are enrolling at the
school, during their education, Waraburra staff are dedicated to providing
the right learning environment for your child to progress and prosper.

Our belief is that every child can and should learn to their full potential. This is enacted at
Waraburra through an inclusive, engaging and equitable learning environment. We also firmly
believe that parents and carers are paramount to the learning cycle and as teachers our role is to
continue the learning you have provided as your child’s “first teacher” through their early
development.

If at any time you require additional information about your child’s progress, please contact the
school to speak with one of Administration team to discuss your concerns. The school has a team
of highly skilled staff including fully qualified and experienced teachers, caring support staff, a
Deputy Principal, a Guidance Officer, Head of Special Education Services and Head of Department-
Curriculum. | look forward to being able to meet with you and your child to discuss their
enrolment and conduct a tour of the school’s facilities.




Values & Mission

At Waraburra we are working at delivering learning experiences for our students in new ways that
creates

“Learning for Life”

As a school, staff and trained professionals in the delivery of quality education programs and curriculum
engagement, we strive to uphold our values of:

o Effective relationships

e High Expectations

e Students Achieving

e Making positive choices for learning.

Our students are explicitly taught the school values and expectations around

These are further unpacked in the Student Code of Conduct, available in the enrolment pack and from
the school’s website.

Curriculum

Our Waraburra State School curriculum program is the sum of the learning experiences students
receive from the school, both in and outside the classroom.

Teaching and learning at Waraburra State School incorporates:
English
Mathematics
Science
HASS
Health and Physical Education
The Arts
Technology
Languages

These key learning areas are taught according to the Australian Curriculum, version 8.4 with
transition to version 9.0 in some learning areas from the start of 2025.




The Arts and Technology are a feature of every classroom program of instruction at Waraburra State
School. Specialist lessons are taught by qualified staff in Music, Japanese Languages (in year 5 and
6 only) and Health and Physical Education.

Three
Cross-curriculum
Priorities

Seven
General
Capabilities

Learning
Areas

TECHNOLOGIES

Co-curricular Programs

Instrumental Music

Instrumental Music is offered to children in years 4 to 6. Qualified instrumental teachers offer
programs in strings, percussion, brass and woodwind. Students can commence in the strings
program from Year 4. Students wishing to learn woodwind instruments or percussion commence
in Year 5. The Program offers the following instruments:

Strings - violin, viola and cello
Woodwind - flute, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, French horn

Percussion - students learn various instruments including drums, xylophone, maraca,
marimbas and glockenspiels
Students can hire an instrument from the school for their first year of instruction, with an
expectation that they purchase their own instruments in consequent years. A cost is incurred per
student for the Music library and copyright costs.

Students participating in the Instrumental Music program are expected to consistently attend
lessons, rehearsals and organised performances.

Religious Instruction
Religious instruction (Rl) is offered at the school, through an authorized Ecumenical program.

Parents of child/ren participating in these programs will be advised if a faith group requires funds
to cover the expense of materials used in RI.




Students are allocated to Rl based on information provided by parents on the completed

Application for Student Enrolment unless other written instructions have been provided to the

school.

Note: This information remains operational unless the parent informs the school otherwise in
writing.

Students who are not participating in Rl will be provided with other instruction in a separate
supervised location. Other instruction must relate to part of a subject area already covered in class
and may include, but is not restricted to:

e personal research and/or assignments

e revision of class work such as creative writing or literacy and/or numeracy activities

e wider reading such as independent reading appropriate to the student
Parents will be advised of any changes to the Rl and other instruction programs to ensure they are
able to make an informed decision on their child’s participation.

Sport

The school sport program involves at school games, interschool
sport competition, as well as inter house competition. Major sports
include — netball, tee-ball, softball, athletics and rugby league. The
emphasis in sport is participation. Interschool sport operates for
students in Years 5-6 on Friday afternoons in the winter months.

House Teams are Archer (red), Kelly (green), Leichhardt (blue) and
Mackinlay (gold). House colours are worn at our inter house
athletics carnivals and on Thursdays.

Swimming classes are held in the first and last terms of the school year. Swimming is a compulsory
curriculum activity for children from Prep to Year 6. There is a fee for the cost of transport to and from
the pool. Permission to withdraw a child from this activity may be obtained by medical certificate from
your Doctor or by writing a letter to the principal stating reasons for the withdrawal. Valid excuses
include health, physical disability or other medical conditions.

The school supports Safe Sun practices and students are encouraged to wear a sun safe shirt when
swimming. Parents are reminded that jewellery is to be removed before entering the pool.




Student Management

Access to Grounds

Students and other members of the public are only allowed on school grounds after hours with
authorisation from the principal. This is provided with written confirmation outlining times and areas
of access and supervision arrangements. It is expected that students with authorised access will be
supervised by an adult at all time.

Members of the public who witness unusual behaviour within our grounds after hours are encouraged
to report any incidents to the police. You may call School Watch on PH. 13 17 88 to report suspicious
activity in the grounds.

Arrival/Dismissal

It is advisable that children arrive at school no earlier than 8:30am. At this time students will be involved
in physical activity (walking on oval etc) until 8:45am, where they return to class and begin learning by
8:55 am. ALL children arriving before 8:15am are NOT under direct supervision so are required to
assemble in Covered Games Area 1 (near Tuckshop) for safety reasons and remain seated quietly until
released by the supervising staff member.

Non-bus children, unless involved in extracurricular activities such as sport, are encouraged to leave the
school grounds as soon as possible after being dismissed by the teacher at 3:00 pm.

Attendance & Absences

Regular attendance is required by law. Parents and school must assume the responsibility for regular
attendance. Parents are asked to advise the school in the event of an absence.

In the event of an absence, the parent must provide the school with a reasonable explanation for the
absence either by phone call to the office, student absence line, a written explanation via email to
admin@waraburrass.eg.edu.au or responding to the daily absence notification sent via SMS.

All late arrivals or early departures must all go through the office. They will be recorded electronically by
administration staff.

Bicycles/Pedestrians

Students are not to ride their bicycles, scooters or skateboards within the school grounds. It is a
requirement that students dismount their bicycle and walk it to the bike racks. Bicycles and scooters
must be locked to the bike racks and or scooter bay for security. Children walking to school must use
the pedestrian crossings at all times when accessing the school via Johnson Road and Middle Road.

Enrolments

Documentary evidence of date of birth is required for students enrolling for the first time in the State
education system:

a) Birth Certificate (Extract) or

b) Statutory Declaration




Enrolment meeting with the Principal can be organised with the enrolment officer.
We recommend you bring along books and school items your child has used at the previous school.

Before and After School Care

Camp Australia runs the OOSHC program at the school. The

Before school program runs from 6:30 — 8:30 am, while the Cam

After school program runs from 3:00 — 6:00 pm. The program .

is held in the school hall. Details for accessing this service can AUStraI la
be found at the Camp  Australia  website
https://www.campaustralia.com.au/schools/B1C7.

Uniforms

The school uniform consists of a green and gold shirt as depicted below. Green shorts, skirts or skorts
are worn to match the school shirt.

School Shirt School Hat

School Jumper

Skorts

vy

Kelly House Mackinlay House Archer House Leichhardt House
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Finance

Throughout the year, students will be offered the opportunity to attend social, cultural, excursion and
sporting events that may incur an on cost to families. Invoices for these will be forwarded to parents
for payment through BPoint, QKR, CentrePay or through a direct cash payment to the school. If at any
time, payment of these fees becomes difficult for families, please arrange a time to meet with the
principal or Business Manager to discuss payment options.

Emergency Evacuation & Lockdown Procedure

The school practices two emergency procedures — evacuation and lockdown. Both of these procedures
have distinctive alarm signals within the school for all personnel.

An evacuation procedure is followed when it is necessary to have all personnel leave the buildings and
grounds (e.g. fire). In this situation students must follow teacher instruction and walk calmly/quietly to
the assembly area (multi- purpose courts).

A lockdown procedure is applied when it is necessary for all personnel to remain within the building in
a secured environment (e.g. severe weather warning, chemical spill, critical threat to the school site). In
this situation all students and staff remain in classrooms. When safe, communication with the office is
used to ascertain everyone’s whereabouts. In the situation of a lockdown it is likely that access to the
school and potentially the adjoining roads will be denied to all “outsiders” including parents.

Leaving School Grounds

Students are not permitted to leave the grounds unless the school has been notified by the child’s
parent/guardian. ALL students being collected during school hours must be signed out through the
office. An Early Departure slip with explanation for the departure can then be handed to the child’s
teacher.

Updating School Records

Please advise the office of any changes to address, phone numbers, medical conditions, family
circumstances or contact details as soon as possible. These changes are often overlooked and mean that
in an emergency valuable time can be lost due to records being out of date.

Student Services

Lost Property

Please ensure all your child’s belongings are clearly marked. Lost property is placed inside the Sports
Room in the Amenities Block 1. All lost property is periodically checked for names and where possible
returned to the owners. Parents are welcome to go through these items at any time to look for lost
belongings. Lost property is placed out in the Covered Games Area at the end of the term for parents to
check. Any lost property remaining is then given to charity.




Tuckshop

Our tuckshop currently operates daily for 1%t and 2™ lunches. Orders can be placed using the Qkr app
available for iOS and Android devices. Orders are electronically submitted to the school’s tuckshop and
is the preferred payment method. Alternatively, orders can be printed clearly on paper bags with
student’s name, class, chosen order, the price with the total amount enclosed. Orders are placed in the
green tin box at the tuckshop before school. Parent helpers are always welcome.

A limited range of items are available for purchase over the counter for Year 3-6 students. Special
arrangements can be made through the office in emergency cases when lunches have been left at home.

Breakfast Club

The school offers a Breakfast Club for all students to access every morning from the Hall canteen. The
food is prepared by our wonderful band of volunteers, with food donated from charitable organisations
across the Rockhampton and Gracemere areas.

Information Communication Technology

The school has a large number of current and emerging technologies for students use, including
Laptop and desktop computers
Interactive Whiteboards and panels
iPads and touchscreen devices
Robotics kits and peripherals

The school utilises the Education Queensland student network to connect all devices to the internet and
web-based applications. Anti-virus programs and monitoring of websites and emails is also a feature of
our network systems. Inappropriate websites are alerted and blocked by the Managed Internet Service.

The school hosts its own website at www.waraburrass.eq.edu.au General school information about
curriculum, teaching and learning can be found at our website together with stories of events and
learning initiatives from the classrooms.

Governance

Parents & Citizens Association

The Parents and Citizens Association meets in the staff administration room on the third Tuesday of
each month at 2:00—3:00 pm. We encourage all parents and interested community members to attend
the meetings. The P & C Association is a vital organisation for our school. As well as fundraising it
provides a vehicle to discuss issues of concern relating to our school, students and community. Your
support and attendance is vital.




Health

Dental Services

The school dental van moves to various schools around Rockhampton on a rotational basis. When the
van visits our school, forms will be sent home prior to the vans arrival. Emergency dental work can be
provided through school dental services in Rockhampton. Alternatively, you can ring Waraburra State
School office for the number of the dental van and we will happily pass it on for you.

Headlice

The control of head lice in a school community requires consistent effort from everyone with regular
inspection, treatment and communication with the school. Once the school has been notified of a case
of head lice a general note is sent home with all the students in that class. The note also reminds
everyone to be vigilant in checking their own child’s head and treat if necessary.

Infectious Diseases

The National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) provide 'Recommended minimum
periods of exclusion from school, pre-school and child care centres for cases of and contact with

infectious diseases'.

A copy of exclusion conditions for many common infectious diseases is included as Appendix 1.

Medication

The office should receive notification of ALL medication coming to school (including self-administered
Ventolin). Forms are available from the office. If your child is on medication and you require staff to
administer this medication during school hours be sure to advise the school (using the prescribed
form/s) as to the medication, the time, the dosage and the method to be used in administering it.

The medication must be in the original dispensed container marked with the prescribing doctor’s name,
pharmacy, child’s name, dose and time to be administered. Medication other than that prescribed by a
doctor cannot be administered by school staff. For hygienic reasons, students are asked to provide a
drinking cup or medicine glass (named).

New forms should be completed at the commencement of each year or when the doctor prescribes a
variation to the medication and/or dosage.

Self-administration

Note the students whose parents/carers have approved for them to self-administer their asthma
medication (as recorded in OneSchool medical records).

Approve students to be responsible for self-administration of medication and self-management
of health conditions under the following conditions:




consultation has occurred with parent/carer and student/s regarding arrangements for
the self-administration of medications and self-management of health conditions and
the risks associated with self-administration in a school setting
the parent/carer, school and prescribing health practitioner, as required, have
determined the student is responsible enough to undertake self-administration of
medication at school
the parent/carer has provided the school with written advice supporting self-
administration as provided by the prescribing health practitioner
agreement has been reached amongst the student, parent/carer and relevant school
staff as to where medication is stored and where it is administered.

e Ensure staff who supervise students who self-administer by injection or injecting pump are

provided with training by a qualified health practitioner.

A Request to Self-Administer Medication Form needs to be filled out by the parent/carer.

Student Support

Specialist services

A range of school based and visiting personnel provide specialist support to identified students.
Personnel range from Guidance Officers, Speech Pathologists, and Occupational Therapists.

Guidance Officer

Students can access guidance and counselling services with the permission of the parent/caregiver.
The Guidance Officer will also engage parents and carers in case meetings that support student
social, emotional, wellbeing and academic progress.

Speech Language Pathologist

A speech language pathologist visits the school on a regular basis to assist teachers and support staff in
developing programs for in class interventions. The pathologist also assists teachers and parents with
programs for identified students.

Social Worker

Social workers in Queensland State Schools, work to support students who have received consent from
parents or caregivers to discuss mild and moderate mental health concerns. Students who work with
the Social Worker are identified through discussions with staff and social justice meetings. If you believe
your child would benefit from speaking with the Social Worker, please contact the school.

Chaplaincy Services

We have a school Chaplain who visits the school 2 days per week. The chaplain plays an important role
supporting students in our school. The Chaplain will assist with sporting and cultural programs, attend
school camps, assist in classrooms, run programmes that help students develop social and life skills, and
play games at lunchtime. Teachers, Parents and Students may request to see the Chaplain for support.
Our Chaplin visits our school on a Thursday and Friday.




Parent Services

School transport Assistance Scheme

Are you eligible for a conveyance allowance?
Use private vehicle;
Cannot travel to school by bus;
Your home (front door) is over 3.2 km from nearest school (child under 10);
Home is over 4.8 km from nearest school (children over 10). OR
Use private vehicle to travel more than 3.2 km to school bus;
Home over 4.8 km from nearest school.
Conveyance forms and applications for Bus Transport Assistance are available from the Department of
Transport.
Nb. Distances wherever mentioned above are by the shortest trafficable route.

Newsletter

The newsletter is made available through email, the school website and Facebook on every second
Friday. Items of interest to the school community may be included in this publication by parents and
citizens.

Parent/Carer Participation

Research shows that students achieve greater success when the significant adults in their life play a
part in their formal education. As a parent we encourage and appreciate your involvement in
education by responding to our parent opinion surveys, becoming active in the Parents and Citizens’
Association and where possible, volunteering around our school.

During the period since the school opened, a number of mothers, fathers and grandparents (with Blue
Cards) have been providing voluntary help in the classrooms and library. Their help has been greatly
appreciated.

Tasks in which parents have been involved have been varied and include assisting children with reading,
maths, science activities, preparing materials, coaching sports, supervision on camps and excursions,
working bees just to name a few.

You are encouraged to become involved in the school in this manner. Please discuss with your child’s
teacher what you'd like to be involved in.

Vehicles in School Grounds

Only vehicles belonging to people on official business are allowed in the grounds. Parents collecting
their children and all other vehicles are requested to park in the zones established off Johnson Road and
Middle Road. Parking in the bus zone and Disabled Park is strictly prohibited.

Visitors

All visitors to the school campus MUST sign the Visitor’s Register at the office.
School Parade

Each Friday morning the school holds a parade to celebrate the students’ achievements. All
members of the community are welcome to attend.
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